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The View from the
_ Front of the Bus

by Marlene Nadle

“There's no place for Uncle|
Tom on this bus, m&u“Thl
voice of the Negro echoed downl

as he mounted the steps of Bus
10 ready to start for Washing-
ton. - 3
It was 2 a. m. on the morning
of August 28. Anticipation hov-
ered quietly over the 24 buses
that lined both sides of 125th
Street. Cars and cabs stopped

.-more and more ~frequently. ~to=—

pour forth bundle-iaden, sleepy
Marchers. Black, white,” old.
\oung u‘gzs.gged back a.nd X’or!h
their assigned buses. Bus cap-
tains marked by yellow ribbouns
and rumpled passenger lists

stood guard afthebuy doorE "

Small
them. -y
Voices arose above the general
din. -
_‘You've got to switch me to
Bus 10. It's a swingin’
There's nollun but old ladles on-
this crate.’
““Hey, is this bus an'-condx
tioned?""

groups huddled around

would give my life for yeu.”
This was less comie than symp-
tomatic. It was just one of many-
signs of the racial pride which

is now surging through the Ne-
gro people. |

A yo egro in the seat be-
hind me, when asked why he
was going on this March, re-
plied, “Because it's’ like your
sweater. It's Black. It's for the
cause. If my people are in' it, 1

even if I get killed."”

= Outside (lie” sindow _of_Biis.10
was alsp a more extreme re-
minder of this racial pride.
Young members of the Black

Muslims, neatly dressed in suits r

,and ties, were hawking copies
}of Muhammad Spealks. This paper
s the
Black Muslim philosophy: Black

. is beautiful;
'must -be separate from white,

.am going to be in it fighting,

Black_is best; Black

1 swing' off the bus to ask me'—

‘yvoung Muslim if he was gomg—
to-\\'u-lnng:ton- \\nu&mmt trace

S

.a.n_._na

s\\cred “No, ma’am. I have to
sell papers. You people go 1o
\’\rashmglon
! was clear:

he was too bus;

The implication |

me
pat
BT0
disc

“Where can I get-seat-restr- r\wrung for his own cause—sep- ces

vations?"
““Hey, chick, are you on this
bus?"

“Yeah."
_. . “Is your husband on this bus?"
“Yeah.”
“That’s all right. I'll make
love to bdth of you. I'm com-
patible.”

“Whp the hell is on this bus?"
-cried George Johnson, the ex-
asperated 30-year-old Negro.cap-
tain of Bus 10 and organizer of
New York CORE's 24-bus car-
avan, “People shouldn’t be swap-
ping’ buses, especially CORE
members, It only adds to the
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. of CORE, is studying for her

aration—to be bothered working
for integration.

An older man, converted to a
Muslim- later in life, was. not
so emotionatly -untouched- by the-
March and what it stood for.

lims were not participating in
the March, he gave all the prop-
er answers. He said: “The Mes-
senger has not” spoken. If he
says nothing, we sif still. If he
says go, we go.”" But then, asked
if as an individual rather than
a Muslim he would have gone,
he replied: “T would have gone.”
‘A Mockery’

Moving through the crowd, I
encountered a Negro I knew to|
be a_{ itter betweeen the

M. A. at_Columbia Ul y
She has tanght school in Yonk-
ers and helped bulld s school

Muslim and integrationist phil-
osophies. I asked him why he

When I asked him why the Fus-|°0
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in Ghana, on a project spon-
sored by the American Friends
i Servica Gy

confusion. Now everybody get in
a seat and stay there. You can't
save seats. This 'Ent a- cocktail |
party.”

The reaction to George's gmff»
ness was a tongue-in-cheek par-
ody of the Mr. Charlie routine.
““Yassir, anything you say, sir.”
“Pon’t --you -—fret- --now;

- Met

had decided to come on the
March. He said, “It's like St.
Patrick’s Day to the Irish. I
| canie OuUt of Tespect for what!
my people are doing, not because
I believe it ‘will do any good. I
thought it would do some good|

—tat the beginning, bul when the |’

March started to get all the of-
ficial - approval from Mastah
Kennedy, Mastah Wagner, and
Mastah. Spellman, and they
started-setting—limits on how we

£1511

George: ‘Don’t—yotr—go—tpset:
ting yourseif, boss.” ‘‘You-knows
1 nlwu.ys listen_to you, _captain

There was a geneml shuffling
* of . bundles on the bus. Index

had-to-march—p by Tnew
that the March was going to be
a mockery. That they were gw-
ling . us . something _again. . _'Ehey_
were letting the niggers have
their day fo get all this nonsense

cards with emergency Washing-{out of their system,.and then emt
ton phone :\Eméqxwere filled | planning to go back to things as ing
out and kept by everyone. “Sit- lusual. Well, if the white man{ ~TI
In Song Books” were passed|continues to sleeﬁ. continues to{ duri
back. y * | ignore the intensity of the black|it v
) Symptomatic Ode man's feelings and desires, all| thot
Outside the wlndow ow of Bus 10 hell is going to break loose.” | dow
an old Negm was standing with Moving back toward the bus -;:_:‘

T RImost —crashed into— George|
impromptu’. ode to the Black|johnson. With a. certain Holly- | itus
“Black-Woman; you-aretood - director -flourish; - he— wasing,
the quem of the . universe. Iiteling the driver to rev up the long
Mm, 5 engine, George was being inter, [ 1Y
=1 | viewed for radio, and they want- r:l:
ed the sound of departure. Fol- |78
Dl’. "ﬂWId Taylor lowed by interviewers trailing x

urges you to vote today for || microphone wires, George shout-
By s ﬁ\ > --g—-’-‘l-iee!goed-bmusamuo-gg
—m& GR Eﬁ groes are on the march and®0d
! nothing is going to ‘stop us.”|ly |
- Democratic Mobilization With that, he boarded the bus, | fact
55 5th Ave, N. Y. 3 signaled the driver, and we be-| oy
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. Riders.”

days or less.
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slightly jaded reporter and a
camerdman from the Herald
Tribune, both of whom had seen
too many Clark Gable reporter

Cuntinued from page §

gan to move. It was 3.40 a. m.
The 49 passengers on. Bus 10
seltled back. Among them weré !
10 CORE members, including MoVies. A
Oniar Ahined and Wayne Kin-| People began to talk and to
sler, both typical of Harlem's|Question one another. Sue Brook-
Angry Young Men. Present also way,
were 10 unemployed workers Peace Corps, was standing in
sent to Washington on muneyll.he aisle speaking to George
raised by CORE to protest the Johnson. She said, “I think the
lack of jobs. Also among the pas-, biggest influence of the March
sengers were Jifn Peck, author ' will be to create a greater na-
of the book “The Freedom: lional awareness of-the issue and
" who took a severe beat- get more people to make a com-

ing—en—oné Bf the  first - freedons
rides into the Deep South;
members of the Peace Colps never occured to me to become
who were scheduled to leave for' active before this. But now 1
three interviewers from would join if I weren't going to
Nigeria."

Nigeria;
French television, - with em\xev‘hs-

and sound equipment; and a' Omar Ahmed, who had over.

- heard the word Nigeria, -turfied
around in his seat .and said,
‘ “The Negro on this March has
‘to be very glad of the existence
‘of the Soviet Union. THIS govern-
| ment is so worried about wobing
| the African and 'Asian mind
i that it may even give the Negro
hat he wants.”
“I don't think the Civil Rights
Bill will ger. through,” commented
from his seat

'WE ARE TAKING

- abreather

at the Allen Block Sanda.
Shop, so this is-

time to give your feet a
| les in 1

Tues-Sat 12-6 PM.

| George

a8 white member “of “the|

t-te—the-2auss Althought
gix I agreed with CORE's goals, it

for political ones.”

After a moment he continued:
“CORE has been criticized for
its new tactics of civil disobed-
fence. Well, as far as I'm con-
cerned, anything done to get
our rights is O. K. It's remark=
able that the Negro has taken
it this long.”

.“A New  Negro’

“The whites'in ‘the group were
startled at the vehemence in
George's statement. Omar, not-
ing their expressions, attempted
to explain, “The white power
structure has bred a New Ne.
gro,” he said, ‘“and he is angry
and impatient. It's not just the
Black Muslims. It's the man on
the street. Come down to Har-
lem some night and listen- to
what's being said on the street-
comers, The cops~ go? through

desires, it’ would be, easier for
the white liberal ‘and the black
man to work together.
Peoplé began to relax
'joke again. Gradually Lhey

Inﬂ\

ed off into- an exhauatad—sieep'
Bus 10 rolled on in silence.
With the coming of dawn, the
Frerich TV men started blinding
everyone with théir lights and
interviewing " those peopla who
could speak French. Being. Gal-
lic, they made sure to get‘shots
of the romantic duos pillowed
against “one unother: Not to be
left out, the Herald Tribune's
cameraman picked up uu light
meter and cord ‘and started do.
ing a mock Interview of the in-
terviewers.
--Someone- cheerfully - - yelled,
“Everybody sing.”

e e
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“jtles, lack of understanding, and|

£

faces. This isn't Birmingham. If
anyone starts anythmg we won't
be passive.” o

_The kids in-the four. adjacent_
seals were twisted around in
their chairs |, listening, Heads,
pressed together, they formed a
roundtable, minus the table, In-
to this group came Wayne Kins-
ler, a 19-year-old Negro. He
perched orr one.of-the seat arms.
Some crumbled cookies _and
toverripe  fruit. were . passed
around.

The discussion turned to t.he
Peace Corps. Frank
was asked why, ‘since he was

Y71 West 4th St OR 5-2303

across the aisle. "I have no faith
in the-white man. Even Kennedy
& Kennedy Inc. isn't doing this
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wiitte,—he—wanted—to—go—to—Ni{
geria. He replied, “I want to go
to-help these people because they
are homan beings."

Suddenly Wayne shouted, “If
this unng comes to violence,
Yours=ivill-be &he first-throat we
slit, . We. don’t need_your kind.
Get- out of our.organization,"
Completely baffled by the out-
burst, Frank kept repeating the
questions, ‘““What's ‘he talking
about? What did I say?”
Wayne, straining . forward
tensely, screamed, “We don'f|

|need any white liberals to pa-

tronize us!”

Other Negroes joined in. “We
don't trust you.” “We don't be-
lieve you're sincere.” ‘“You'll
have to prove yourself."”

Frank shouted back, “T don't
have {0 prove myself to anyone

ending caravan of buses. Police|,

o T

‘Not Be Moved,”

white Nehru-hats, the Freedom

—He= P
a voice from the lower depths:
‘“You're nuts! At seven o'clock
sane people don't even talk.”
On we went.-Sleeping, talking,
anticipating, We passed other
buses—full-of -heads-covered-with
caps printed with’ their organiza-
tions’ names. On our right was
a beatup old cab with six peo-
ple in it and March on Washing
ton posters -plastered: 1m~1iﬂ_ﬁ'3'
doors.
At 10.30—Washington. The city|
seemed strangely quiet a.ud,de« 3
serted except for a few groups
of Negro children-on corners.
They stared curiougly at the un-

and MPs were ‘everywhere.
Traffic moved swiftly,. We
parked at 117th and Independ-
ence~.and the people of Bus 10
merged with the. crowd moving
up the street._'me March was

The day was full of TV am-
eras,  spontaneous _singing,
speeches, clapping, the green
and white striped news tent, the
P. A. system blasting “We Shall
the  ominous|
Red Cross symbol on a medical
tent, March marshals with bright
yellow arm _bands and_ little|

ESESB«_i

Walkers in faded blue oveéralls,
Catholic pfigsts in solemn black,
postérs . proclaiming Freedom
Now, feet soaking - in -the re-
flecting pool, portable drinking
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“We've. been stabbed ‘in "the
back too many’ times.”

“The reason whitegirls come-

d to—givil_rights meetfings is

fountains, ~ varicolored pennants|
aid hats, warm Pepsi-Cola, " the
| blanket ‘of s humanity sprawled-ini:
undignified dignify, & “Nigerian|

- LOWEST-PRICES-IN-THE CITY

because thq've heard of the
-black-man's- rspum

“The reason white guys.come
down is because they want fo

—+prayer; -and - the -echo—of- Martin |
| Cuther—King’s p

Student with W5 head bent In|

CH
a.dream.. o o -<l.
It was-over. The bus moved

av

‘z%zeazzkgmw

little comprehension of the ef-

]| tect— words ke “'help” you'- 6r|
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- —their-p |
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SPECIALPRICE | ' SPECIAL PRICE | 'me is sincere when he Is working| | Negroes on.every..doorstep. As|
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—fmmmm—vﬁe—w—ﬁrﬂm at-"the back of the bus,”| ¥
the wmtu‘wm mixed. :e most| A the seats were in the front.
-one -was— W—W- back Geu'g
[} c_ou. 18 Iu:rnt ‘undérstanding ss to_why, mﬂ; lnf_,’;‘ m" !'L‘l,t- s W
this had all ‘sterted. There was e doskn’t work; |
co. lNC we'll brl'ht 500,000.” And if ﬁmt »
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of-the-Great-White-
Father .attitude, could have .on|
the - bristling.- J:lnd;»p:lde.ﬂu-
Lother attitude-was one of revul-
sion at the ugliness which had
been exhibited. Still others saw
the argument as a sign that the
walls between the mcen.,w-r-

7

—‘PBlL‘E ROT —

L STAINLESS. CUTLERY_
REG. 69¢ to $2.49

No;v 26¢ -EACH

L P— &
[ Begitifng--to-*cote ~dowrs;

people weéra really beginnihg to
| communitcate instead- of - hiding
behind masks of politeness. They

@ DINNERWARE. - T
T@EGLASSWARE ™75

@ ciff

| CRISTAL PAREAIT Lid. -
1676138 Ave. (87.St) = Fi.81712.

kY

_NGW 100 Dobbin St.

Brookiyn-22, N.Y.

e

felt—that—with—a—g:

Fnowl+:

M another's lenaitivl-

MonsSat 106 Tuss Tl 9




